Jeopardy' Host Lend_ Hand to Beca

By William F. Willoughby
Thoe Nows Rupoitor

They call it “The Possible
Dream,” an obvious play on
words derived from reference
1o the echoing song from
“Man of la Mancha,” a song
titted “The impossible Dream.”

But for many of the young

. people in the United States
who speak the sama language

that Don Quixote spoke, il
might siilt be the impossible
dream, even if they make it lo
college. An inordinate number
won't make it through,

This is what & San Marcos-
based organization called Be-
ca, backed by many of the
city’'s and the region's fop
educators, bankers, indus-
trialists and other profess-

ionals, is trying to change.

They're lrying to lake the
negative forces oul of Lhe
word impossible and tura it
inlo the possible dream tor
young aspiring Hispanics.

Last year, Beca awarded
mare than $100,000 in schol-
arships to youths of Hispanic
origin who make i to college,
but, due to any of a number of
reasons, ofien fing very little
engouragement 1o stay when
things starl to go roughty.

it's nol that Anglo students,
who gencrally have it a lot
better, or blacks, who as a nile
don't have it as easy as do
whites in college, are shining
axamples of stickioitivenuess
themselves. With Hispanics, it
is a ot different kind of sil-
uation.

Anglos, for instance, enter
college at a rate of 38 out of
100 high school graduales.
Only 23 percent stay on 1o
complote coilogs:.

Blacks aiiter college at the
rate of 2% parcent of the high
school graduates; t2 percont

I

s, the number
entering oolluge who com-
plete high school is 22 per-
cent; the percenlage who are
graduated is slightly under a
third that, or 7 percent.

This last rung of stalistics is
what concerns Beca. Stud-
ents have opportunilies, many
timas, that their parenis
wouldn't have dreamed of, but
fanguage, money, cultural and
other difficultics plague thein
in carrying alt the way through.

It is easy, no maller how
proud thi parents hight be of
a son or daughter being able
to enter college, for them lo
resort 1o a "Come on home*
invitation il the going gets out
of hand or if finances are
diflicult at home,

Often it is because the His-
panic student and his parenis
dont really know where 16 furn
for solid counseling and for
other assistance that could
spelt the difference between
dropping oul or going on for
the degree.

The problem is a big one for
California. Big because the
Hispanic school population in
California is expected ta hit

-the 50-percent mark by the

Year 2000.

As the Beca Foundalion
says, “This will have consid-
erable impact on the social,
political and economic com-
postilion ¢ our communities.”
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oi accomplishing it, it says
"Beca rosearch dincloges that
many FHispanic students who
have mainlained 8 and above
arade-point averages in high
schoal tail to  edbler the
university system because of
the lack of direction and re-
sources.”

Beca, the atticke said,
addressing this need by as-
suring educalional oppor-
tunities for qualiied students.
The foundation ofiars general
educalion schotarships and
medical scholarships.

Scholarships rapge from
$500 1o $2,000 per swdent
per year for an awardee al-
tending a community coliege
or a four-year accrediled coli-
(e OF university.

As another imporiant means
of support, a “role model-
menor is malched with cach
student to provide guidance,
teadership, supporl and con-
tinuous counseling thiough-
aut the student’s academic
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career. .

The foundation encourages
supporting corporations,
foundations and individuals to
sponsor. a student for the
duration of his or her educat-
ional experience, with a mini-
mum donation of $500, all of
which goes to the student's
aid.

Not long ago, the Beca
Foundation received an
$80,000 grant from the James
lrvine Foundation to further
Beca's cause. Some of the
maney is on a matching basis.

The grant is a one-lime
award 1o assist in a collabor-
ation effort between Beca
Foundation, Palomar Colleqe,
Calitornia State University,
San Marcos, and the San Die-
go ‘County Office of Educat-
fon.

It is for @ new educdtional
project called Future Teacher
Cortps (FTC), a teacher recruit-
ment and suppodt program for
minority students, The Beca
Foundation must raise
$50,000 to be used for
Hispanic student scholarships
in the FTC program, with the
matching $50,000 raised be-
fore any scholarships specif-
ically from the grant can be
awarded.

A successtul program in this
eliort would greaily enhance
the scholarship activities al-
ready in place by Beca Foun-
dation.

Teresa G. Omclag, execu-
tive director of Beca, an-
nounced that the organizat-
ion's Seventh Annual Awards
Dinnor is set for Satwrday,
June™s, at the Manche Ber-
nardo Inn

Televnsnon game host Alex
Trebek will be the keynote
speatker. The “Jeopardy™ host
tong has participated in inter-
national educational pro-
grams.

Cocktails begin at 4:30 p.m.,
with Trio Intimo, a mariachi
group, playing, and with din-
ner at 6 o'clock.

Sponsors of the dinner are
Kaiser Petmanente Hospital,
Markstein Distributing Com-
pany of San Marcos and Pacit-
ic Bell.

Marianne Gulierrez, who is
chairing the dinner activities,
sald detalls concerning the
dinner, or about the foun-
dation itself, may be obtained
by calling 471-5465. David G.
Ronquillo is prcstdent of the
foundation.



